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Mr. William F. Caton
Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: ~ral And Written Ex Pane Notice - CS Docket 96-157
(Cable Pricing Flexibility)

Oral Ex Pane Notice - CS Docket No. 96-85 (Cable Act Refonn)

Dear Mr. Caton:

In accordance with Section 1.1200 et seq. of the Commission's rules, this is to provide
notice that on Friday, April 4, 1997, Seth Davidson of the law finn Fleischman and Walsh,
L.L.P., met with Anita Wallgren, legal advisor to Commissioner Ness to discuss issues relating
to the Commission's pending proceeding concerning cable pricing flexibility. Attached is a
copy of an unopposed Petition for Special Relief illustrating an example of flexible pricing
which was left with Ms. Wallgren. In addition, Mr. Davidson discussed issues relating to the
implementation of the MDU pricing flexibility provisions of the 1996 Telecommunications Act,
including the need for the Commission to adopt rules providing cable operators with the MDU
pricing flexibility intended by Congress.



Mr. William F. Caton
April 7, 1997
Page 2

An original and two copies of this letter are being filed for inclusion in the record of
each of the proceedings referenced above. In addition, a copy of this ex parte notice was
delivered to Ms. Wallgren on April 7, 1997.

Very truly yours,

Seth A. Davidson

Enclosure

cc: A. Wallgren

51466



BEFORE THE

$tbtral C!Communlcatlon£) C!Comml£)£)lon

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of

MEREDITH/NEW HERITAGE STRATEGIC
PARTNERS, L.P.

)
)
)
) :>

PETITION FOR SPECIAL RELIEF

Meredith/New Heritage Strategic Partners, L.P. ("Meredith"), franchised operator of

cable systems serving a number of communities in the vicinity of Minneapolis/St. Paul,

Minnesota, hereby petitions for a waiver of the Commission's rules insofar as those rules

would require Meredith to adjust its rates to reflect the movement of channels from the cable

programming services tier ("CPST") to the basic services tier ("BST") and/or prevent

Meredith from shifting certain permitted increases in BST rates to the CPST charge on a

revenue-neutral basis. As discussed more fully below, the requested relief, which has been

endorsed by the relevant local franchising authorities, will serve the public interest.

BACKGROUND

The instant petition relates to six cable systems operated by Meredith in the

Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota suburbs.! Towards the end of 1995, Meredith proposed to

IThe six systems are: Burnsville/Eaean (MN0439, MN0440); Columbia
Heiehts/Hilltop (MN0232, MN0233); North Central Suburbs (MN0370 through MN0378);
Quad Cities (MN0362 through MN0365); Ramsey/Washinanon (MN0313 through MN0324
and MN0335).
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restructure its service offerings in these systems by moving several channels previously

offered only to CPST customers to the BST.2 The goal of this between-tier channel shift

was to enhance the value of the BST.

While the relevant local franchising authorities were supportive of Meredith's

proposed restructuring, they expressed concern as to whether the accompanying rate

adjustments, including adjustments resulting directly from the between-tier channel shift,

would largely negate the benefits of the change to BST-only customers. For example, under

Section 76.922(e)(5) of the Commission's rules and the related FCC Form 1210

methodology, cable operators that shift channels from a CPST to the BST are directed to

reduce the price of the CPST to reflect the programming costs and residual associated with

the shifted channels. The residual, adjusted on a revenue neutral basis to reflect tier

penetration differentials, plus the programming cost associated with the shifted channels, may

then be added to the BST. In Meredith's case, the effect of these adjustments would have

been a significant increase (exceeding 20 percent) in the rate charged to BST-only customers;

the combined rate paid by customers who took both the BST and the CPST (and who would

be receiving the same services as before) would have remained essentially unchanged. 3

2Meredith proposed moving eight CPST channels to the BSTs in Burnsville/Eagan and
North Central and six channels in the other systems.

3The extent to which the combined BST/CPST rate would differ following a between-tier
channel shift rate adjustment varies inversely with the CPST penetration level (i.e., higher
CPST penetration levels produce smaller reductions in the combined BST/CPST rate). In
Meredith's case, the CPST penetration levels on the systems herein at issue ranged from 97.6
percent to 95.6 percent; as a result, there would only have been a de minimis reduction in the
combined BST/CPST rate after the between channel shift. See Exhibit A.
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After discussions with the relevant local franchising authorities, Meredith went ahead

with its proposed restructuring, but did not change its BST and CPST rates to reflect the

movement of channels from the CPST to the BST.4 This decision has been expressly

endorsed by each of the local franchising authorities.5 Meredith herein seeks a waiver of the

Commission's rules to allow it to continue to price its CPST at a higher level than would be

calculated under the Commission's rules, but at a level that is revenue-neutral (vis-a-vis the

BST rate). 6

DISCUSSION

Grant of the requested waiver clearly will serve the public interest. Meredith's

decision not to adjust its rates to reflect its between-tier channel shift avoided a significant

increase in BST-only rates and was revenue-neutral as to the cable operator. Moreover,

Meredith's decision has been endorsed by all of the relevant local franchising authorities and

4Indeed, Meredith did not change its BST rates at all. Thus, in addition to the amount
that was not shifted. to the BST to reflect the between-tier channel shift, the CPST also
includes an amount, adjusted on a revenue-neutral basis, equal to other external increases in
the BST to which Meredith would have been entitled in its most recent Form 1210.
Meredith's waiver request encompasses this portion of its rate as well.

5See Exhibit B for copies of resolutions adopted by the local franchising authorities
regarding Meredith's BST and CPST pricing. Subsequent to the adoption of these
resolutions, each local franchising authority reviewed and approved Meredith's Form 1210
which calculates BST rates in accordance with the Commission's rules. See Exhibit C.

6Meredith notes that the Cable Services Bureau has reviewed the CPST rates of each of
the systems covered by this waiver through May 14, 1994; Meredith's Forms 1200 are
pending review. The only one of the systems covered by this waiver request that is the
subject of a current Form 329 complaint is Ramsey/Washington. Meredith submitted a Form
1210 in response to that complaint in February 1996. Meredith also has submitted Forms
1210 for each of the other systems pursuant to Section 76.958 of the Commission's rules.
All of these forms adjust the CPST rate to reflect the inclusion in the CPST of other BST­
related externals.
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comports with previous statements by the Commission acknowledging the public benefits of

revenue-neutral BST and CPST pricing adjustments.

First, as discussed above, Meredith has sought to enhance the BST in several of its

systems by adding to it a number of services previously available only to CPST customers.

Strict enforcement of the Commission's rules relating to between-tier channel shifts would

have led to a significant increase in BST rates, thereby undermining the benefit of the service

restructuring. In contrast, grant of the requested waiver not only will benefit BST-only

customers (both current and future), but will do so in a way that is revenue-neutral as to

Meredith and leaves BST/CPST customers paying essentially what they would otherwise have

paid for the same amount of service.

Second, and of enormous significance, Meredith's decision not to adjust its rates to

reflect the between-tier channel shift has been endorsed by all of the relevant local

franchising authorities. 7 Furthermore, the Commission itself recently released for comment

a "pricing flexibility" proposal that recognizes the public benefit that can follow from

allowing cable operators to make revenue neutral adjustments to BST and CPST rates. 8

Permitting Meredith to shift CPST services to the BST without adjusting its BST and CPST

rates is merely a variation on this pricing flexibility proposal. 9

7See Exhibits Band C.

8Memorandum Opinion and Order and Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, MM Docket 92­
266,- CS Docket 96-157, FCC 96-316 (reI. Aug. 15, 1996) at ~, 15-17.

9The pricing approach that is the subject of the instant petition also is similar in concept
to the "lifeline" tier approach that the Commission has approved in the context of certain
"social contract" rulings. See Social Contract for Time Warner Cable, FCC 95-477 (reI.

(continued... )
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CONCLUSION

For the reasons stated above, Meredith submits that the Commission should grant its

petition for special relief.

Respectfully submitted,

MEREDITH/NEW HERITAGE STRATEGIC
PARTNERS, L.P.

Seth A. Davidson

Fleischman and Walsh, L.L.P.
1400 16th Street, NW, Suite 600
Washington, DC 20036
202/939-7900

Its Attorneys
Dated: October 4, 1996

44974

9( ... continued)
Nov. 30, 1995) at 1 56 ("lifeline" BST provides "valuable public benefits"); Social Contract
for Continental Cablevision, FCC 95-335 (reI. Aug. 3, 1995) at 1 48 (accord).
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EXHIBIT A

COMPARISON OF FCC FORM 1210 AND IMPLEMENTED RATES

System Form 1210 Implemented

Burnsville/Eagan BST: 10.42 BST: 7.77
CPST: 12.38 CPST: 15.14

22.80 22.91

Columbia Heights BST: 9.49 BST: 7.85
CPST: 12.52 CPST: 14.21

22.01 22.06

North Central BST: 10.28 BST: 7.64
CPST: 12.19 CPST: 14.93

22.47 22.57

North Suburbs BST: 10.49 BST: 8.56
CPST: 12.21 CPST: 14.26

22.70 22.77

Quad Cities BST: 9.55 BST: 7.90
CPST: 12.21 CPST: 14.21

22.11 22.16

~sey/VVashington BST: 10.59 BST: 8.62
CPST: 12.43 CPST: 14.46

23.02 23.08
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ORDER

REGARDING THE REVIEW OF FORM 1210 SUBMITTED
BY MEREDITH CABLE COMPANY ON OCTOBER 24,1995

WHEREAS, the Bumsville-Eqan Cable Corrununieations Commission (heJeinafter the
"Commission'') is certified as a rate reeuJatory authority p~uant to the rules of the Federal
Communications Commission (hereinafter "FCC''),

WHEREAS, the Commission bas notified Meredith Cable Company (hereinafter
"Company'') that the Company is subject to the rate regulatory authority ofthe Commission,

WHEREAS, the Commission bas received from the Company a FCC Fonn 1210 dated
October 19, 1995, calculating an increase in the CoMpany's maximum permitted rate for Basic
service as ofJanuary 1. 1996 from $7.77 to 510.42.

WHEREAS, the Commission bas determined that it needs additional time to solicit, receive,
and analyze additional information related to the review ofthe Company's FCC Fonn 1210,

WHEREAS, the Company has infonned the Commission that it will not increase its Basic
service rate from the currentlev~l ofS7.?7 to the miXimum.pennitted level reflected on its Form
1210, subject to the FCC allowing the Com~y, effective January 1. 1996. to shift the amount of
the increase in the Basic service rate to the 'Preferred scrv"jce tier on a revenue ne~ basis,.. .., ..", . .

WHEREAS. the Commission supports the Company in its effort to obtain approval of its
Preferred service rate from the FCC. and will not issue a Form 329 complaint against the Company
with respect to the Preferred service rate implemented January 1t 1996.

NOW, lHEREFORE. IT IS HEREBY ORDERED by the Commission that the initial thirty­
day (30) period for the review ofthe Company's FCC Form 1210 is tolled for an additional ninety
(90) days.

FURTHER, for the purpose of calculating the amount of the increase in the maxi~'JIIl

pennitted Basic service rate to be shifted to the Preferred service tier, the Commission tentatively
approves the Company's FCC Form 1210, with the understanding that, in the eo/ent the
Commission's subsequent analysis of FCC Form 1210 requires a downward redUctiOll. ~ .... the
calculation of the maximum permitted Basic service rate, the Compan)' ...,ill be required t\1 .aake
such rate adjustments and refunds as are appropriate.

FURTHER, that in the"event the FCC does not allow th~ Company to shift the increase in
the maximum permitted Basic service rate to the Preferred service rate. the Company may implement
the Basic service rate, as apProved by the Comniission, concunent \\oith the implementation of the
reduction in the PrefeITcd service ratc ordered by the FCC. and m~)' offset any refunds ordered by
the FCC against the difference between the Basic service rate charged during the period covered. by
the refund order and the maximum permitted Basic rate, as approved by the Commission.



FURTHE~ that this Order shall be effective immediately, ho'wever. the tolling period shall
not, begin the expiration ofthe initial thirty (30) day period.

JJ'f\.
ORDERED THIS .lLDAY OF NOVEMBER, 1995.

BURNSVILLE-EAGAN CABLE
COMMUNICAnONS COMMISSION

C;\lDC\B·E\ORDERS\OOI Iln/95 9:52
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ORDER

REGARDING nm REVIEW OF FORM 1210 SUBMITTBD
BY MEREOITII CABLE COMPANY ON OCTOBER 24,1995

WHEREAS. the City of Columbia Heights (hereinafter the "City") is certified as a rate regulatory
authority pursuant to rules of the Federal Communications Commission (hereinafter "FCC"),

WHEREAS. the City has notified Meredith Cable Company (hereinafter "Company") that the Company
is subject to the rate rcg'Jlatory authority of the City.

o· WHEREAS. "the City has received from the Company a FCC Fonn 1210. received October 24. 1995.
calculating an increase in the Company's maximum pennitted rate for Basic service as of January 1. 1996. from
57.85 to $9.49.

WHEREAS. the City has detennined that it needs additional time to solicit. receive, and analyze
additional infonnation related to the review of the Company's FCC Form 1210.

WHEREAS. the Company has since intonned the City that it will not increase its Basic service rate from
the current level of 57.85 to the maximum penuittcd level reflected on its Form 1210, subject to the FCC
allowing the Company, effective January I, 1996, to shift the amount of the increase in the Basic service rate
to the Preferred service tier on a revenue neutral basis,

WHEREAS. the City supports the company in its effon to obtain approval of its Preferred service rate
from the FCC, and will not issue a Fonn 329 complaint against the Company with respect to the Preferred
service rate implemented January 1, 1996,

NOW, TIlEREFORE. IT IS HEREBY ORDERED by the City that the initial thirty (30) day period for
the review of the Company's FCC Form 1210 is tolled for an additional ninety (90) days.

FURTIiER. for the purpose of calculatine the amount of the increase in the maximwn permitted Basic
service rate to be shifted to the Preferred service tier, the City tentatively approves the Company's FCC Form
1210, with the understanding that, in the event the City's subsequent analysis of FCC FOnD 1210 requires a
downward reduction in the calculation of the maximum permitted Basic service rate. the Compar.y will be
required to make such rate adjustments and refunds as are appropriate.

FURTHER. that in the event the FCC does not allow the Company to shift the increase i..: .. ilJuimum
permitted Basic service rate to the Preferred service rate, the Company may implement the Basic service rate,
as approved by the City, concurrent with the implementation of the reduction in the Preferred service rate
ordered by the FCC. and may offset any refunds ordered by the FCC against the difference between the Basic
service rate charged during the period covered by the refund order and the maximum permitted Basic rate, as
approved by the City.



FURTIlER, that this Order shall be effective immediately, however. the tolling period shall not begin
until after the expiration of the initial thirty (30) day period.

ORDERED TInS 13TH DAY OF NOVEMBER, 1995.

Offered by: Peterson
Seconded by; Petkoff
Roll call: All Ayes

CITY OF COLUMBIA HEIGHt'S

a-Anne Student, Council Secretary



ORDER

REGARDING THE REVIEW OF FORM 1210 SUBMITTED
BY MEREDITH CABLE COMPANY ON OcrOBER 24, 1995

WHEREAS, the North Central Suburban Cable Communications Commission (hereinafter
the "Commissionj is certified as a rate regulatory authority pursuant to the rules of the Federa1
Communications Commission (hereinafter "FCC),

WHEREAS, the Commission has notified Meredith Cable Company (hereinafter
"Company") that the Company is subject to the rate regulatory authority of the Commission.,

"" WHEREAS,. the Commission has received~ the Company a FCC Form 1210 dated
October 19. 1995, calculating an increase in the Company's maximum permitted rate for Basic
service as ofJanuary 1, 1996 from 57.64 to 510.28,

WHEREAS, the Commission bas determined that it needs additional time to soli~ receive,
and analyze additional information related to the review of the Company's FCC Form 1210,

WHEREAS, the Company has informed the Commission that it will not increase its Basic
service rate from the current level of $7.64 to the maximum permitted level reflected on its Fonn
1210, subject to the FCC allowing the Company, effective January 1, 1996, to shift the amount of
thein~ in the Basic service r~te to the"Preferred service tier on a revenue neutral basis,

WHEREAS, the CommisSion supports the Company in its effort to obtain approval of its
Preferred service rate from the FCC, and will DOt issue a Form 329 complaint against the Compan)'"
with respect to the Preferred service rate implemented January 1. 1996.

NOW, 1llEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED by the Commission that the initial thirty­
day (30) period for the review of the Company>s FCC Form 1210 is tolled for an additional ninety
(90) days.

FURTIIER.., for the purpose of calculating the amount of the increase in the maximum
pennitted Basic service rate to be shifted to the Preferred service tier, the Commission te :-tatively
approves the Company's FCC Form 1210, with the understanding that, in, the e 'ent the
Commission's subsequent analysis of FCC Fonn 1210 requires a downward reduetiOi: .Jl the
calculation of the maximum pennitted Basic service rate, the Company will be required to make
such rate adjustments and refunds as are appropriate.

FURTHER, that in the event the FCC does not allow the Company to shift the increase in
the maximwn permitted Basic service rate to the Prefemd ser.;ce rate. the Company may implement
the Basic service rate, as approved by the Commission. concurrent with the implementation of the
reduction in the Preferred service rate ordered by the FCC, and may offset any refunds ordered by
the FCC against the difference between the Basic service rate charged during the period covered by
the refund order and the maximum pennitted Basic rate, as approved by the Commission.



FURTHER. that this Order shall be effective immediately. however, the tolling period shall
not begin the expiration of the initial thirty (30) day period.

ORDERED THIS 15th DAY OF NOVEMBER. 1995.

NORTH CENTRAL SUBURBAN CABLE
COMMUNICAnONS COMMISSION

---~By +- _
Its Chal' r
'-...;;.;.;.;:..;..;._--:!~------

...... ~ ..•.

C:\TOC\NCSCCC\ORDER.S\006 11171959:52



ORDER

REGARDING THE REVIEW OF FORM 1210 SUBMit I ED
BY MEREDITH CABLE COMPANY ON OCTOBER 14. 1995

WHEREAS, the North Suburban Cable Communications Commission (beRinaftcr the
"Commissioni is' certified as a rate reauJatory authority pursuant to the rules of the Federal
Communications Commission (hereinafter "FCCi,

WHEREAS, the Commission his notified Meredith Cable Company (hereinafter
"Company") that the Company is subject to the rate regulatory authority ofthe Commission.

WHEREAS, the Commission bas received from the Company a FCC FOnD 1210 dated
October 19, 1995. c:aJc:ulatin& an iDcrease in the Company's maximum permitted rate for Basic
service as ofJanuary 1, 1996 from S8.56 to SI0.49,

WHEREAS. the Commission bas determined that it needs additional time to solicit, receive,
and analyze additional information related to the review ofthe Company's FCC FOnD 1210,

WHEREAS. the Company has informed the Commission that it will not increase its Basic
service rate from the cummt level ofS8.56 to the maximum permitted level reflected on its Form
1210, subject to the FCC allowing the Company, effective January 1. 1996. to shift the amount of
the increase in the Basic service rate t9 the Preferred service tier on a revenue neutral basis,

WHEREAS, the Commission supports the Company in its effort to obtain approval of its
Preferred service rate from the FCC, and will not issue a Form 329 complaint against the Company
with respect to the Preferred service rate implemented January 1. 1996,

NOW, TIlEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED by the Corrunission that the initial thirty­
day (30) period for the review of the Company's FCC Form 1210 is tolled for an additional nin~'
(90) days.

FURTHER, for the purpose of calculatine the amount of the increase in the maxi.mtm
permitted Basic service rate to be shifted to the Preferred service tier, the Commission tertativ~ly

approves the Company's FCC Fonn 1210, with the understandine that, in the e' ~nt the
Commission's subsequent analysis of FCC Form 1210 requires a downward reductiOL ;., :he
calculation of the maximum permitted Basic service rate, the Company will be required tc ~ake

such rate adjustments and refunds as are appropriate.

FURTIIE~ that in the event the FCC does not allow the Company to shift the increase in
the maximum permitted Basic service rate to the Preferred service rate. the Company may implement
the Basic service rate, as approved by the Commission. concurrent with the implementation of the
reduction in the Preferred service rate ordered by the FCC, and may offset any refunds ordered by
the FCC against the d.i:fRrence between the Basic service rate charged during the period covered by
the refund order and the maximum permitted Basic; rate, as approved by the Commission.



FURTHER. that this Order shall be effilctive immediately, however, the tolling period shall
not beain the expiration ofthe initial thirty (30) day period.

ORDERE3 OOs«-!90AYOF NOVEMBER, 1995.

NORm SUBURBAN CABLE
COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

C:\'TDC\NSCCCOORDERS\OIlDEJlOO6



ORDER

REGARDING THE REVIEW OF FORM 1210 SUBMI I I ED
BY MEREDITH CABLE COMPANY ON OCTOBER 24t 1995

WHEREAS~ the Quad Cities Cable Communications Commission (hereinafter the
"Commission") is certified as a rate reauJatory authority pursuant to the rules of the Federal
Communications Commission (hereinafter "FCC),

WHEREAS, the Commission has notified Meredith Cable Company (hereinafter
"Company') that the Company is subject to the rate rel'llatory authority of the Commission.

__ ...WHE~AS, the Commission has received from the Company a FCC Form 1210 dated
October 19, 1995, calculating an Tncrease' in the Company's maximum permitted rate for·Basic
service as ofJanuary 1. 1996 from $7.90 to S9.SS,

WHEREAS, the Commission has determined that it needs additional time to solicit, receiYe,
and analyze additional information related to the review of the Company's FCC Form 1210,

'NHEREAS, the Company has informed the Commission that it 'Will not increase its Basic
service rate ftom the current level of$7.9O to the maximum permitted level reflected on its Fonn
1210, subject to the FCC allowing the Company. effective January 1, 1996, to shift the amount of
the increase in the Basic service rate to the Preferred servic:e tier on a revenue neutral basis,

WHEREAS. the Commission supports the Company in its effort to obtain approval of its
Preferred servic:e rate from the FCC, and will not issue a Form 329 complaint against the Company
with respect to the Preferred service rate implemented January 1, 1996,

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED by the Commission that the initial thirty­
day (30) period for the review of the Company's FCC Form 1210 is tolled for an additional ninety
(90) days.

FURTHER, for the purpose of calculating the amount of the increase in the maxir:::.JIIl
pennitted Basic service rate to be shifted to the Preferred servic:e tier. the Commission teJltati'vdy
approves the Company's FCC Form 1210, with the understanding that. in the C' 'ent the
Commission's subsequent analysis of FCC Form 1210 requires a downward reductio): .-: the
calculation of the maximum pennitted Basic: service rate, the Company will be required t~ ..lake
such rate adjustments and reftmds as are appropriate.

FURTHE~ that in the event the FCC does not allow the Company to shift the increase in
the maximum permitted Basic: service rate to the Preferred service tate. thc Company may implement
the Basic service rate. as approved by the Commission,. concurrent with the implementation of the
reduction in the Preferred service rate ordered by the FCC. and may offset any refunds ordered by
the FCC against the difference between the Basic service rate charged durini the period covered by
the refund order and the maximum permitted Basic rate, as approved by the Commission.



FURTIIER, that this Order shall be effective immediately, however. the tolling period shall
not begin the expiration ofthe initial thirty (30) day period.

ORDERED TInS~ DAY OF NOVEMBER, 1995.

QUAD CITIES CABLE COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSION

C:\l"t)C\QUAD\ORDERS\OO6 t tnl9s 14: 10
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ImGAItDDlG 'I'D asYIBW 01' J'OJtlllJJ.O .uillill ISD
BY VI:IIJCDlTII c.&N& COMPANY OK OCIOJlEJl M. I_

I

I
WHEREAS. the RamseyfWashtnpn Counties SUbur=$ble

ce. ':nmunscatJona Comm''S'On~ -Comrm8s1on1 III aa a rate
ntf',ulamry authority purawmt to the nal. of the Federal C=m eatIoDa Commiuion
{htnIndar -re<:1: ,

I
WHEREAS. the Col""TdNion baa DDtUled Mendtth cablef:PIJ1Y o--etnafta'

-Company.) that the Company .. NbJeet to the rate~to!ya nty of the
Coma:z:d881on;

i

WHEREAS. the COmmi.s.51on hu rccemd from the I=om~y a FCC Form 1210
dated OCtober 19. 1995. calcu1at1ni an mcn:ue in the C01UpanY.. maxtmum
pc:rm1ttcd .-ate for J3as1c aervice u ofJmuaty 1, 1996 frt·m $S.r2 to $10.59: .

WHEREAS. the Comm1M1on baa detenn1ned that It needa jaddluonal ume to
solldt. recetve. and analyze addiUonalINormat1on rdated to the.rcY1ew of the
Company'8 FCC Form 1210; I

I

WHEREAS. the Company hal lnfonned the CommLssion u.t it W1l1 DDt iDaease
its Basic len'tee rate from the current level of18.62 to the:~ permitted level
ref1eeted an Its Form 1210.•ubJect to the FCC a110wIng tbe Co . effccuYe
January 1. 1996, to shift the amount of the 1nc:reue In the Ba IaVice rate to the
Preferred semce t1ez' on a n:venue neutral baaJa:

:
WHEREAS. the ComnUsston e:rte the Comptmy In ~:effortto obtam

approval of its Preferred 8en1ce rate the FCC. and wtU not tAue a Form ~9

eomplaint .,.mIt the Company With reapect to the PrGer:red c:e nate
implemented JU1UUY 1. 188S: I

I
NOW. THEREFORE. rr IS HEMBY ORDERED by theCo~ that the

mJUa1 tbtrty-day paiocl for the ,e'" of the Compmy'a FOe Fo 1210 .. toDed for
an adcUtSODal mnety (80) daya. .

j
FURTHER. for the purpoee of ca1cu1aUn& the amou:at of~creuetil fhe

max:1mum penn1ttcd Balle ae:rv1ce rate to be~ to tbJ: Prefi -moe Uf r. the
CommJ.N1on tentaU~ apprO\'ea the Company'. roc Fonn 121 .• with the .
underataDdlni that. in the event the Commias1on'a 8Ubseq.ucnt~ orFCC !" .d1
1210 reqwres a downward reduCUon 1n the ca1cu1aUon or the nupelmwn~
Saaic 8CMc:e rate, the Compaay will be reqWred to make :!JUcb ~te adjustmente An~

refund. a. are appropriate; I
FtJR'l"HER. that in. the event the FCC dou nat allow th~mpanYto ahIft the

lncreue in the maxunum perm1tted Bale .mce late to the em:d aervIce rate.
the COmpaay may implement the BuiC aemce rate orderl~ by e FCC concurrent
With the implementation of the recluctSan in the Preferred aer'Y1 rate and may o1&et



,

any refundI ordered by the FCC~ the d1&Ieuce be'cween /the Bule la'V1Ce rate
eharled durlni the period COftIecl by the refund order and the zpaX1mum permttted
Bu1c rate... approved by the CQmmfM1on; .

I
I'lJR'IHEIl that th1a Order IbalI be clI'eeUve llllmaliately.r' the tolllng

period ahal1 ftot begm the expsrauon of the iAitlal thUty (3() day od.

ORtl!i:RED"l'HlS 'lfJ'DAY OF I'IOWMBER. 1M. I



EXHmIT C



o...Il.D E R

Regarding Approval of the
Proposed Rate ID<:rease Submitted by Meredith Cable Company

to the BumSYille~Ealan Cable Communications Commission

WHEREAS. the Burnsville·Eagan Cable Communications Commission (hereinafter
"Commission") is certified as a rate regulatory authority pursuant to rules of the Federal
Communications Commission (hereinafter "FCC"),

WHEREAS. the Commission has notified Meredith Cable Company (hereinafter
"Company") that the Company is subject to the rate regulatory authority of the Commission.

WHEREAS, the Commission has received from the Company an FCC Form 1205
Equipment Rate Form and an FCC Fonn 1210 "Update Form",

.__ . - .. _"_ . - .', . 0.- ..

WHEREAS, the Form fllings implicate the Commission's authority to replate basic
service rates in requesting an increase in the Company's maximum permitted basic service rate
and related equipment rates. on a going forward basis.

WHEREAS, the Commission has reviewed the Form filings in accordaoce with applicable
FCC rules and regulations and has consulted with expens, including legal and aceouning expens.

WHEREAS. the Commission solicited. received and analyzed additional information
related to said review by the Commission, staff and consultants.

WHEREAS. the Commission, its 513ff and consultants. have detennined that the
Company's FCC Form 1205 and 1210 comport with applicable FCC rules and regulations.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED by the Burnsville--Eagan Cable
Communications Commission that the proposed rate increases, as filed. for the basic service tier
and related equipment are reasonable and approved, subject. as may be necessary, to such
further review of the implementation of the proposed rate increase on me cable programming
service tier"

FURTHER. that this Order shall be effective immediately"

ORDERED THIS l!:t:DAY OF lJc~Bl- . 199 Q.

Bumsville-Eagan Cable Com.muDi~· ",as
Comm" ion

C:\CLlEHTS\B-E\ORDFA.OOS/yh



RiCAJU)~ APPROVAL aF THE
PIOPOSED UTE INCREASE SUIIIli-:tED BY MEREDITH c:Am.E COKPAltY

TO '1'HJ CITY OF COWMJIA HEIGHTS

WHEREAS, the City of Columbia H.i,~t. (h.rain.fter ·City·) i. c.rtified a. a
r.te regul.to:r:y .uthority pur.uant to tul•• of the Fed.ral e~ic:at10ns
CCID1••ioD (h.r.in.fter ·FCC·),

WH:DDS, the City baa notifi.d ..redltb Cable CQIIP&l\Y (berainafter -C~·)
~t tbe C~ny i. aubject to the r.te r89U1atozy authority of tbe C~.aion,

VJII':ItBAS, the City Ia&a receiyee! frc. th. COJIIPIU1Y an FCC Fozm 1205, Bquipment
Rate Po~ aDd an pec Font 1210, -Updat. Fom·,

1IIIDDS, til. POnt FUings 1.JIIp11c:at. the City' a authority to regulate })a8ic
.enice rate. in requ••ting an iner.... iD tb. Company'. -.xiJaa pe%aitted basic
.~~c~_r•.te ane! rel.ted equipaent rat••, on a going fozvarc! ~i.,

MBEIEAS, the City haa revi.wed the For.a filings in accordance vitb applicable
l'Ce rul•• aDc! regulation- and baa conaulted vith experts, inc:lue!ing legal and
accounting .xperts,

WHEREAS, tIM City .oliciteel, receiveel .nel analyzed aelelitional iJaforaation
related to ••id review by the City, .taff, and eonsult.nta,

WHIREAS, the City, it. staff anel consultants, b.ve det.l'1Il1ned that the
Ccnapany'a Fec Form 1205 and l~lO comply with applicable FCC rula. and
regul.tion.,

NOW, "l'JIDEFORE, IT IS HERDT ORDERED by the City of Columbia ••igbu that the
propo••d r.te incr••••• , a. filed, for the basic .ervice tier &Dei rel.t.d
equipment .re r ••son.ble and .pproved, subj.ct •• may be n.c••••ry, to 8uch
further review of the implementation of the proposed r.te inerea.. on the cable
progra=ming ••rvice tier.

FURTHER, that this Ordar ahall be .ffective immediately.

22nd January 6ORODED THIS _ DAY OF , 199_.

U'ft""~· Secretary


